
Bible and Prayer 

 

Welcome and Opening Prayer 

 

Opening of Our Bibles 

Reading of Isaiah 41:14-16   pew Bible reg - p 588; large – p 1124 

Two key words in this passage: worm and Redeemer 

Worm is what God calls His people Israel as they live in exile in 
Babylon 

Maybe wormy is how they felt: Read Psalm 137:1-4 (p.504; 
p.973) 

Doesn’t God know that’s not the way to build people’s spirit? 
What did God mean? Read also Deuteronomy 28:39 (p.162; p. 
316); Isaiah 14:11 (p. 564; p. 1082); and Isaiah 66:24 (p. 612; p. 
1169) 

Judgment and death. God has a word for that: worm. How had 
God reduced Israel to the status of a worm? He had judged, 
decimated, and deported them to Babylon. 

How are we to think of ourselves? Romans 12:3: “Do not think of 
yourself more highly than you ought…” 

When we have been brought low, God can raise us up to do 
amazing work for Him. 

The second key word in Isaiah 41:14-16 is Redeemer. In those 
days, a redeemer was your next-of-kin who paid off your debt. 



How did Jesus become our next-of-kin? Read Psalm 22:1, 6 (p. 
441; p. 858). 

God has a word for what His Son became on the cross: worm. 
Jesus became a worm in order to pay our debt of sin. That debt is 
paid in full.  

When sins have brought us low, God raises us up through Jesus. 
Even when Israel was brought low, living in exile in Babylon, God 
raised up various ones of His people to do amazing work for Him: 
Daniel, Esther, Mordecai, Nehemiah, and Zerubbabel to name a 
few. 

The low are raised. The humble are raised. Those of humble 
circumstances are raised. Those who have been brought low are 
raised. God has a word for that: grace. 

When we have been brought low, God can raise us up to do 
amazing things for Him. “Do not be afraid, O worm Jacob, O little 
Israel, for I myself will help you,” declares the Lord, your 
Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel. 

 

Prayers for Special Requests and Closing Prayer 

Invitation to stay for the Imposition of Ashes  

 

 

 


